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VICTORIA LEADS THE NATION IN CARDIAC SURVIVAL

Victoria continues to lead the nation when it comes to out-of-hospital cardiac survival rates.

Minister Thomas has released the Victorian Ambulance Cardiac Arrest Registry Annual Report 2024/25.
The report shows that more bystanders than ever before are stepping in to help save lives.

Paramedics responded to 7,550 out-of-hospital cardiac arrests in 2024-25, the highest number on record.

Eighty per cent of recorded cardiac arrests that happened in the community received bystander CPR before
treatment by paramedics.

The report also shows 152 cases received a shock from a public AED Automatic External Defibrillator (AED) — the
highest number on record.

63 per cent of those patients who received bystander defibrillation survived.

When it comes to cardiac arrest — every second counts. The report shows that when a bystander provides CPR, the
likelihood of survival almost doubles.

Victoria is now ranked second in the world for out of hospital cardiac survival rates, up from third last year.

Cardiac arrest occurs when the heart suddenly stops pumping blood effectively. Around 20 Victorians experience
this life-threatening emergency every day, yet historically, only one in ten survives.

Almost 19,000 Victorians have signed up as GoodSAM responders - Ambulance Victoria’s app that alerts nearby
bystanders to help until paramedics arrive.

These milestones reflect a growing confidence and willingness among Victorians to act swiftly in an emergency.

The Allan Labor Government has invested more than S2 billion in Victoria’s ambulance services, including $58.4
million in the Victorian Budget 2025/26 to improve patient transfers and get paramedics back on the road sooner.

Quotes attributable to Minister for Ambulance Services Mary-Anne Thomas

“Victoria leads the nation when it comes to out-of-hospital cardiac survival rates — thanks to the incredible actions
of bystanders and our ambos.”

“In a cardiac arrest, every second matters — today is an opportunity to remind your family and friends to brush up
on their CPR skills.”
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