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VICTORIA’S TREATY BECOMES LAW

Victoria has taken another step forward on the path to Treaty, with the signing of the Statewide Treaty and Royal
Assent given to the legislation recently passed by Parliament.

Royal Assent from Her Excellency Professor the Honourable Margaret Gardner AC means the Statewide Treaty Bill
is now law in Victoria, cementing the First Peoples’ Assembly of Victoria as a permanent representative and
decision-making body for First Peoples within the existing democratic system.

The Assembly will form part of a new entity, Gellung Warl, which will also include an accountability arm and a truth-
telling body.

Today’s ceremony at Government House marks the formal passage of the Treaty legislation and the Treaty
Agreement between the Victorian Government and First Peoples’ Assembly of Victoria — an agreement built on
truth, respect and shared purpose.

The Treaty will officially commence on Friday, 12 December 2025 with a ceremonial exchange at Federation Square
during the Victoria’s Treaty: It’s Here event — a celebration of 60,000 years of culture, song, dance and community
that is open to all Victorians.

Families are better off when they have responsibility over their own lives and Treaty gives Aboriginal people a say
in how their services are run.

In Victoria, we have been on a long and steady path to Truth and Treaty for nearly a decade. We have passed
legislation three times, developed policies, and made commitments across the government.

Quote attributable to Premier Jacinta Allan

“By enshrining Treaty in law, we are acknowledging the truth of our past and working towards a future built on
respect and partnership.”

“This is about creating real change and delivering practical outcomes that improve lives and strengthen culture for
generations to come.”

Quotes attributable to Minister for Treaty and First Peoples Natalie Hutchins

“This is an important step forward in our journey to truth-telling and reconciliation in Victoria. By ensuring First
Peoples have a say in decision-making, we set the foundation for meaningful change.”

“Treaty reflects the courage and determination of First Nations Victorians and our work to look ahead to a future
where justice and equality are at the heart of everything we do.”
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