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NATIONAL TAFE DAY CELEBRATING VICTORIA’S TRAINEES AND APPRENTICES

More Victorians are giving back to their local community and getting the training they need to begin a rewarding
career in community service, made possible by the Andrews Labor Government.

Acting Minister for Training and Skills Steve Dimopoulos today celebrated National TAFE Day and the training
opportunities TAFE provides for more Victorians to embark on a great career or re-train into growing industries
where they can make a difference.

The Diploma of Community Services is one of more than 80 courses available in Victoria as part of Free TAFE,
offering tuition fee-free training across health and community services including nursing, child protection, aged
care, mental health, and youth and disability services so more people can get the skills they need to begin a
rewarding career in the sector.

Wanda Sheppard is getting the training she wants to begin a new career pathway as a student undertaking the
Diploma of Community Services at Kangan Institute. After a career in the international freight industry, she is
learning hands-on skills and techniques to support those in need in her community.

The Labor Government is making sure more Victorians have access to the training they need for the job they want.
It is investing $186 million to extend the eligibility of Free TAFE through the Victorian Budget 23/24.

Every Victorian is eligible for government-funded training no matter their existing qualification level and there is
no longer a one-course limit on Free TAFE participation within the one priority pathway.

Free TAFE has removed the barriers for training for a great new career for more than 143,000 students — saving
students almost $365 million since the program began in 2019. More than 80 courses and short courses are
available across Victoria as part of Free TAFE.

Since 2014, the Labor Government has invested more than $4 billion to fix the broken TAFE system the former
Liberal Government brought to its knees, and backing universities and higher education to give every Victorian
access to high quality education and rewarding career pathways.

There are community services jobs available now, with a Jobs Guarantee program for new graduates in priority
areas.

For more information visit vic.gov.au/jobsthatmatter

Quote attributable to Acting Minister for Training and Skills Steve Dimopoulos

“This National TAFE Day is about recognising the value of TAFEs and the opportunities they offer. Victoria’s TAFEs
are world-class and with more Victorians eligible for Free TAFE today is a day for celebration.”

Quote attributable to Diploma of Community Services student Wanda Sheppard

“Mly career change wouldn’t have been possible without Free TAFE. | want to be part of someone’s journey, helping
them through hard times, and the practical skills I'm learning through TAFE are giving me the opportunity to do that
important work."
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