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Wednesday, 23 August 2023 

VICTORIA TOPS THE CLASS AGAIN IN NAPLAN RESULTS 

Students in the Education State have topped the nation in this year’s NAPLAN results – recording ongoing 
improvement at both primary and secondary levels as Victorian students thrive at school. 

The 2023 national NAPLAN results are a resounding endorsement of Victorian students’ hard work, our world class 
teachers and the profound effect of the Andrews Labor Government’s increased investment in schools – with a 
record $30.8 billion invested in Victorian schools since coming to office. 

Victoria is ranked first or second in 16 of the 20 NAPLAN domains – one of the state’s best-ever results, and higher 
than any other state or territory in the nation. 

Students at primary school lead the state’s stellar results, ranking first or second in every domain in Years 3 and 5. 

The early years of school are critical for establishing a strong foundation for learning – and with more than 70 per 
cent of Year 3 and 80 per cent of Year 5 students in the ‘strong’ or ‘exceeding proficiency’ levels for reading, 
Victorian students are setting themselves up for success. 

Victoria also topped the nation in Year 3 reading and numeracy and retained first place in Years 5, 7 and 9 writing. 

In addition to high-achieving students, these results are proof that Victorian schools are identifying and supporting 
students who need extra assistance throughout their schooling, with the lowest or second-lowest proportion of 
students needing additional support in all 20 domains. 

There is always more work to do right across Australia, and the NAPLAN results point to the need to keep lifting 
numeracy results, as well as continuing our work to close the achievement gap between advantaged and 
disadvantaged students. 

The Labor Government’s support systems for disadvantaged students are producing results – compared to other 
states and territories, Victorian kids facing disadvantage have achieved higher results in all of the primary school 
NAPLAN domains. 

In addition to the Education State reforms and the nation’s biggest school infrastructure build, these results show 
the dividends that wellbeing investments – like the Labor Government’s more than $600 million investment in 
tailored school mental health support – pay in supporting students to focus on excelling in their studies. 

This year was the first time NAPLAN has been sat with changes agreed by all Australian education ministers to make 
reporting easier for schools and parents to understand, and ensure teachers have more time to implement any 
support NAPLAN identifies that students might need. 

The tests are now sat in March rather than May, so results – and extra assistance for students – can be delivered 
earlier in the year. NAPLAN is now sat online to allow for more nuanced testing than paper tests, and the results 
structure has changed to represent student achievement against a reasonable expectation of their year level. 

Quotes attributable to Minister for Education Natalie Hutchins 

“These phenomenal results are more than statistics – they are a tribute to the extraordinary work and efforts of 
Victorian kids, teachers, principals, parents and carers.” 

“We are so proud to see such positive results, particularly among our primary years, and it is a clear indicator that 
we are delivering nation-leading education to a generation of Victorian students in the Education State.” 
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“Since individual results were released a month ago, schools have been working on targeted learning support for 
those students who need additional support – and on extending the talents and skills of our highest achievers.” 
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