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NEW CARDIAC CATH LAB TO SAVE MORE VICTORIAN LIVES  
Thousands more Victorians with heart conditions will receive urgent heart assessment, treatment and care at the 
Royal Melbourne Hospital (RMH) every year thanks to a new cardiac catheter laboratory.  

Acting Premier Jacinta Allan and Minister for Health Mary-Anne Thomas today officially opened the hospital’s third 
lab, which is funded by the Andrews Labor Government and the RMH Foundation.  

Cardiac catheter laboratories – known as ‘cath labs’ – are used for lifesaving heart procedures such as stenting, 
angiography, inserting pacemakers and implantable defibrillators.  

The new lab provides statewide care for lead extractions, adult congenital cardiac interventions and complex 
arrhythmia and offers tertiary cardiac care for most of regional Victoria. It will double the number of treatments 
and shorten the length of stay for patients. 

The RMH is central to the Labor Government’s $5 - $6 billion health infrastructure project, which will see massive 
upgrades completed at the RMH and the Royal Women’s Hospital (RWH) and the construction of a brand-new 
medical precinct in the new suburb of Arden. 

The new precinct will house new campuses for both RMH and RWH and deliver 1,800 new beds and treatment 
spaces to the Victorian health system. 

The 12-year project, delivered across a number of phased stages, will create capacity for an additional 10,500 
planned surgeries in eight new theatres at the RMH Arden campus, enable 1,000 more patients to get critical care 
across both RMH campuses, and provide for more than 2,500 more births at the RWH. 

Upgrades at the RMH Parkville sites will refocus their facilities on emergency, trauma and acute care, while the new 
precinct in Arden will be a centre for planned surgery, outpatient treatment, clinical trials, rehabilitation and low-
risk women’s healthcare services. 

Quotes attributable to Acting Premier Jacinta Allan  

“This new cath lab is another example of how we’re investing in life-saving technology and treatment to ensure all 
Victorians can get the care they need, closer to home.”  

“A booming state like Victoria needs a world-class healthcare system with the capacity to care for all, and our 
massive upgrades of the Royal Melbourne and Royal Women’s will deliver just that.” 

Quotes attributable to Minister for Health Mary-Anne Thomas  

“Victorians with cardiovascular disease now have better access to the life-saving cardiac care they deserve.”  

“We’re starting the biggest health infrastructure project in our nation’s history, growing our healthcare workforce 
and giving workers more training and opportunities than ever before.”   


