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UPGRADING OUR ICONIC ROYAL CHILDREN’S HOSPITAL 
Victorian children will receive faster world-class care as part of the Andrews Labor Government’s major 
redevelopment of the Royal Children’s Hospital’s emergency department and high-dependency inpatient unit. 

Minister for Health Martin Foley today announced the appointment of the builder for the first stage of a $41 million 
expansion of the hospital - ensuring families from all over Victoria have access to the very best treatment and care.   

With the state’s busiest paediatric emergency department, often experiencing more than 300 presentations a day, 
additional capacity will help improve wait times and enable the hospital to meet increased demand for specialist 
paediatric treatment and care. 

The redevelopment will create around 120 construction industry jobs and includes features to combat the spread 
of COVID-19 – such as improvements to ventilation, air conditioning systems, engineering services and heating. 

The project will also deliver upgraded staff rooms, a new canopy at the entrance to the emergency department and 
a purpose-built sensory room to provide children and families with a calming space to receive treatment. 

The first stage of the expansion will add a 30-bed high-dependency inpatient unit (HDU) catering for young patients 
with a range of different illnesses, including cancer. Kane Constructions has been appointed to deliver the HDU 
upgrade, which is scheduled to be completed by the end of the year.  

The second stage will deliver a bigger and better Emergency Department, boosting capacity by adding an extra 20 
emergency clinical treatment spaces.  

Designs for the second stage of the redevelopment were also released today and reveal a welcoming, child-friendly 
environment with better workflows for more positive staff and patient experiences. Construction on the second 
stage of the project is expected to get underway in mid-2022.  

The hospital has become one of the world’s leading institutions for paediatric health, attracting patients with the 
highest needs from around the globe. It’s also an important hospital in paediatric training and research. 

Quotes attributable to Minister for Health Martin Foley 

“These upgrades will make it easier than ever to access services at this world-class facility, providing our youngest 
Victorians with the best care and support available.” 

“With more capacity and faster services, the hospital will be able to cater for the increased demand in specialist 
care.” 

Quote attributable to Member for Northern Metropolitan Sheena Watt 

“We’re so lucky to have a globally recognised facility like the Royal Children’s Hospital in our own backyard, and it’s 
vital that we continue to support it through major investments like this.”   

 


