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Wednesday, 23 June 2021  

DIGITAL GRANTS BACK HEALTH OF VICTORIAN FARM BUSINESSES  
 

The Victorian Government is working alongside farmers to ensure they are at the forefront of agriculture’s digital 
revolution with a new state-wide program. 

Minister for Agriculture Mary-Anne Thomas today launched the $10 million Digital Agriculture Investment Scheme 
as part of the Enabling the Digital Agriculture Revolution Program. 

Grants of up to $50,000 are available to assist eligible farm businesses to invest in on-farm digital technology 
projects to improve productivity, resilience and long-term viability of their farms.  

Eligible projects could include technology such as weather stations, animal monitoring systems, robotics, drones or 
unmanned autonomous vehicles, sensors, on-farm networks and farm management software. 

The project will be delivered by Rural Finance on behalf of Agriculture Victoria. Applications for the scheme will 
close on 31 October 2021 or when funds are fully allocated.  

The Scheme will build on foundations laid by the $12 million On-Farm Internet of Things (IoT) trial which established 
new IoT networks in regional Victoria and has awarded 350 grants to support farm businesses to invest in 
technology on Victorian horticulture, sheep, dairy and broadacre cropping properties. 

On-Farm IoT Trial participant Kilbirnie Farms is a 4,000-hectare mixed cropping and sheep property in Western 
Victoria. With little technology currently on the farm, the team at Kilbirnie is planning to use their grant to set up a 
weather station and soil moisture probes to help with critical decisions regarding spraying, harvesting and baling. 

Gippsland dairy farmers and On-Farm IoT Trial participants Wilco Droppert and Sandra Jefford are using animal 
monitoring devices to reduce time and money spent checking cattle. 

The Victorian Government is backing a stronger, more innovative and sustainable agriculture industry with a new 
10-year strategy to drive Victoria’s recovery from the coronavirus pandemic and bolster the economy. 

Applications for the Digital Agriculture Investment Scheme can be submitted through the Rural Finance website. 

For more information, visit agriculture.vic.gov.au/digitalag.   

Quotes attributable to Minister for Agriculture Mary-Anne Thomas 

“We are supporting the agricultural industry to modernise through investment, innovation and fostering future 
skills, which is a key part of our agriculture strategy.” 

“The Digital Agriculture Investment Scheme will assist Victorian farmers to overcome the financial barriers 
associated with investing in digital technologies and increase adoption rates across the sector.” 

“Through the On-Farm Internet of Things Trial, we have partnered with hundreds of farmers across four key 
industries to invest in IoT technology and we are now branching out to support more farmers across the state.” 

https://agriculture.vic.gov.au/farm-management/digital-agriculture?utm_source=agriculture-vic-gov-au&utm_medium=vanity-url-301ssredirect&utm_content=digitalag&utm_campaign=agriculture

